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to be discovered. In this achievement he must be coupled to
some extent with Paolo Uccello, and with Alberti; and he
realty took up and carried on AlbertFs ideas. It was arrived
at by being woiked out from a mathematical basis, and not
from any of the empirical methods which had been tried by
many artists in succession Piero della Fiancesca's chief work
was his Ttealhe on Perspective, dedicated to the Duke of
Urbino. The most pleasing of his pictures, the altar-piece
now in the Pinacoteca at Perugia, has a long colonnade in
perfect perspective.

Piero della Francesca is also notable for two other things:
we have in his tresco paintings at Arezzo the first real en-
deavour to paint historical pictures, and in his poitraits of
the Duke and Duchess of Urbino (now in the Uffizi Gal-
lery) we have the fiist regular portraits. In 1469 Pieio della
Francesca, then sixty-three, was invited to Urbino by the
Duke m order to paint them Duke Federigo?s is painted
showing the left side of the face in order to conceal the loss
of his right eye, which, together with his broken nose, was
caused by a severe wound received in a tournament. The
likeness, judged by those on coins, is admirable, as also the
perspective of the landscape in the distance These two valu-
able portraits hung in the palace at Uibino as long as there
were any Dukes of Urbino. When in 1634 Vittona della
Fovere,20 the sole heiress of the last Duke of Urbino, was
married to her first cousin, Ferdinand II, she brought as a
part of her property these portraits of her ancestor and an-
cestress, thus bringing them into the art collections of the
Medici family. Piero della Francesca died in 1492, at the
age of eighty-six.

Benozzo Gozzoli, pupil of Fra Angelico, is the great illus-
trative painter of his time. As the teller of a story he is un-
rivalled. He was a most rapid and indefatigable worker, cov-
ering huge spaces with his beautifully executed frescoes in
a wonderfully short time. Thus he has left a mass of paint-